A novel convenient synthesis of benzoquinazolines.
[reaction: see text] A novel synthetic pathway to benzoquinazolines from naphthylamines is reported. Benzoquinazoline nucleus was cyclized in good yield from N-protected naphthylamines using hexamethylenetetramine in TFA and potassium ferricyanide in aqueous ethanolic KOH. This method is efficient and convenient with respect to previously reported synthetic pathways.